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children, made them crammers and imitators, unfitted them for
original work and thought, and disabled them for filtrating their
learning to the family or the masses. The foreign medium has
made our children practically foreigners in their own land. It is
the greatest tragedy of the existing system. The foreign medium
has prevented the growth of our vernaculars. If I had the powers
of a despot, I would today stop the tuition of our boys and girls
through a foreign medium, and require all the teachers and pro-
fessors on pain of dismissal to introduce the change forthwith.
I would not wait for the preparation of text-books. They will
follow the change. It is an evil that needs a summary remedy.

My uncompromising opposition to the foreign medium has
resulted in an unwarranted charge being levelled against me of
being hostile to foreign culture or the learning of the English
language. No reader of Young India could have missed the state-
ment often made by me in these pages, that I regard English as
the language of international commerce and diplomacy and there-
fore consider its knowledge on the part of some of us as essential.
As it contains some of the richest treasures of thought and literature,
I would certainly encourage its careful study among those who have
linguistic talents and expect them to translate those treasures for
the nation in its vernaculars.

Nothing can be farther from my thought than that we should
become exclusive or erect barriers. But I do respectfully contend,
that an appreciation of other cultures can fitly follow, never precede
an appreciation and assimilation of our own. It is my firm
opinion, that no culture has treasures so rich as ours has. We
have not known it, we have been made even to deprecate its study
and depreciate its value. We have almost ceased to live it. An
academic grasp without practice behind it is like an embalmed
corpse, perhaps lovely to look at but nothing to inspire or ennoble.
My religion forbids me to belittle or disregard other cultures, as it
insists under pain of civil suicide upon imbibing and living my
own.

Toung India, 1-9-1921